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APPENDIX C 

Informed Consent Form 

INFORMATION ABOUT:  Barriers to Reducing the Digital Use Divide as Perceived by 
Middle School Principals.   

RESPONSIBLE INVESTIGATOR: Bob Presby  

PURPOSE OF STUDY:  You are being asked to participate in a research study conducted 
by Bob Presby, a doctoral student and Brandman University who is conducting a study on 
Barriers to reducing the digital-use divide as perceived by middle school principals.  
Additionally, this study will look at steps principals have taken to reduce barriers to ICT 
integration for active learning and how these steps may have helped close the digital-use 
divide.     

This study is designed to help fill in the gap in research regarding principals perceptions of 
barriers towards Information and Communication Technology (ICT) integration for 
supporting active learning.  The results of this study may assist districts in identifying and 
developing strategies that will support principals with the process of ICT integration for 
active learning and help to close the digital-use divide.   

By participating in this study I agree to participate in a one-hour interview and will be 
conducted in person.  In addition, participants will complete a brief background 
informational questionnaire using Survey Monkey.  The survey will take approximately 10 
minutes to complete.  

I understand that: 
a) There are minimal risks associated with participating in this research. I understand that 
the Investigator will protect my confidentiality by keeping the identifying codes and 
research materials in a locked file drawer that is available only to the researcher. 
b) The possible benefit of this study to me is that my input may help add to the research 
regarding principals’ perceptions towards barriers for integrating ICT to support active 
learning and close the digital-use divide.  The findings will be available to me at the 
conclusion of the study and will provide new insights about principals’ perceptions in which 
I participated. I understand that I will not be compensated for my participation.  

c) If you have any questions or concerns about the research, please feel free to contact Bob 
Presby at 949-500-4727 or rpresby@mail.brandman.edu; or Dr. Doug Devore (Advisor) at 
ddevore@brandman.edu.  

d) My participation in this research study is voluntary. I may decide to not participate in the 
study and I can withdraw at any time. I can also decide not to answer particular questions 
during the interview if I so choose. I understand that I may refuse to participate or may 
withdraw from this study at any time without any negative consequences. Also, the 
Investigator may stop the study at any time.  
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e) No information that identifies me will be released without my separate consent and that 
all identifiable information will be protected to the limits allowed by law. If the study design 
or the use of the data is to be changed, I will be so informed and my consent re-obtained. I 
understand that if I have any questions, comments, or concerns about the study or the 
informed consent process, I may write or call the Office of the Vice Chancellor of Academic 
Affairs, Brandman University, at 16355 Laguna Canyon Road, Irvine, CA 92618, (949) 341-
7641. 
I acknowledge that I have received a copy of this form and the “Research Participant’s Bill of 
Rights.” I have read the above and understand it and hereby consent to the procedure(s) set 
forth.  

Signature of Participant or Responsible Party  

 

________________________________________ 

Signature of Principal Investigator  

 

____________________________________ 

 

Date 

______________________________ 
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APPENDIX D 

Interview Protocol 

Introduction 

I am Bob Presby and I am a research student from Brandman University.  I have been in 

education for the past 22 years and currently am studying middle school principals and 

their perceptions towards Information and Communication Technology (ICT) integration.   

This current study is designed to analyze the perceptions of middle school principals 

towards ICT integration for active use technology.  There is emerging research on the 

“digital-use divide” or the growing separation between teacher/passive use of technology 

and student/active use of technology.  My research is designed to better understand how 

principals perceive barriers to both ICT integration and active use of technology.   

Informed Consent and Recording 

Before I start the interview, I would like make sure you understand what will happen 

during and after the interviewing process. Thank you for reading and signing the 

Informed Consent and the Brandman Bill Of Rights. Do you have any questions or need 

clarification about either document? 

 

I will be recording during the entire interview; in fact, I have already turned on the 

recorder and I am recording as I speak. If at any point during the interview, you wish to 

have the recorder turned off, please request me to do so. Because I am recording this 

interview, I will take fewer notes so that I can obtain a better understanding of the 
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experiences you tell me during the interview, and this will ensure that all information you 

provide is accurate and precise.  However, I will take some notes during the interview to 

make certain I have obtained all the important facts and pertinent information needed to 

answer the questions.  

The interview is designed in a semi-structured way around the central theme of the study.  

Open-ended questions were developed to guide the interview but allow you the freedom 

to fully answer a question or explain a concept.   

I will be transcribing interview within the next day or two. May I contact you to clarify 

any responses?  Do you have any questions? 

First, thank you for filling out the demographic information in the questionnaire I sent 

you; 

Interview Questions: 

Q1. What do you believe are barriers to integration Information Communication 

Technology (ICT) or technology into the classroom? 

Probe:  Why do you believe ________ is a barrier or can you give some examples? 

Q2.  How is ICT used at your school and in the classroom? 

Probe: Can you give some examples or situations of ICT use in your core classes? 

Q3.  What types of active learning activities are used in your core classes? 

 



 

238 

Probe: Does that happen often?  How often? Which Subjects? What does it look like in 

the classroom? 

Q4. In thinking about your answers to ICT integration and active learning, what do you 

believe are barriers to ICT integration into the classroom specifically for active use 

technology? 

Probe:  Why do you believe ________ is a barrier or can you give some examples? 

Q5.  Have you found any particular strategies helpful in reducing these barriers?  

 

 

Probe:  Tell me more about that strategy? 

 

Probe:  Are there strategies you have found to be helpful for increasing tech access? 

Q6.  What are some of the most effective strategies for reducing barriers to ICT 

integration and/or increasing active learning? 

Probe:  Why do you think these strategies were effective? 

Q7.  Have you been involved in professional development on the integration of ICT?  

If yes, please describe what it looked like? 

If no, can you tell me what you believe would be important to include in professional 

development on the integration of ICT? 

 

Probe:  How would you describe yourself as a ‘user’ of technology in your personal and 

professional life? 
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Conclusion 

Thank you for your time today.  Please accept this Starbucks gift card as a think your gift.  

As I mentioned, I will transcribe the audio recording from our conversation within the 

next few days.  Please feel free to reach out to me if you would like to add any additional 

information or comments you feel will add to this study.   

Research Questions 

Central Question:  What are the barriers middle schools principals perceive affect 

the integration of the active use of technology for student learning? 

Sub-Question 1:  How do middle school site principals reduce or eliminate 

barriers to effectively integrate the active use of technology in the classroom for student 

learning? 

Sub-Question 2:How do middle school site principals determine if the active use 

of technology is effectively integrated in the classroom to increase student learning? 
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Survey Monkey Questionnaire 

What is your age?  

( ) 20-29 ( ) 30-39 ( ) 40-49 ( ) 50-59 ( ) 60-65 ( ) 65+  

What is your gender? ( ) Male ( ) Female   

What is your educational background/experience starting with high school? 

Were you a classroom teacher, if so how many years?______ Grade levels?     Subjects? 

Which administration positions have you held and for how long? 

 


